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Romania is situated on the northwest edge of the Black Sea, in southeastern Europe. Bordered by the Black Sea, Moldova, Ukraine, Hungary, Serbia, and Bulgaria, it is the 9th-largest country by area and 7th-largest by population in the European Union, which it joined January 1, 2007. Its capital is Bucharest, which is the 6th largest city in the EU.

Romania is probably best known in the west for the region of Transylvania, which occupies the central and northwest area of the country, and has been associated with the legend of vampires since Bram Stoker wrote the novel Dracula, and for the violent overthrow in 1989 of longtime Communist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu (pronounced Chosheskoo).  However, the country is noteworthy for many other things, from the variety of its landscapes (the Carpathian and Transylvanian Alps mountain ranges and the majority of the Danube River delta are in Romania) to the medieval fortresses and castles that remain throughout the country, to the historic wooden churches in the northern region of Maramures.
FAST is located in the town of Sacele, outside the city of Brasov in southeastern Transylvania. Situated in the mountains that rise out of the central Prahova valley leading from Bucharest, Brasov was a medieval Saxon settlement (and the German influence on the city was such that there is still a German school there) and is a mere 30 minutes from Bran Castle – the setting for Dracula, despite the fact that the real Bran Castle was never inhabited by Vlad Tepes, the figure Dracula was based on.

Sacele is home to one of the highest concentrations of Rroma people in Romania; as many as 10,000 Rroma live in or on the outskirts of this city of 30,000. Additionally, Sacele is surrounded by villages which have their own high concentrations of Rroma: Tarlungeni, Budila, and Zizin in particular have large Rroma settlements. Sacele is also home to a large Hungarian population; Transylvania was once part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and large Hungarian populations inhabit many of its cities.
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